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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 4-6, 8, 12-14, 18, 22, 24, 25, 36, 37, and 43 are objected to because of the 
following informality. 

The phrase, "through a group consisting of... and..." is unclear and seems to construe 
that all the things mentioned in the claims are required. The Examiner will use this definition of 
the phrase when analyzing the claims. 

2. Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informality. 

The word "field" needs to be clarified. In the specification the Applicant mentions "field 
groups" in paragraph [0081]. However, the claims do not use this same terminology, and it is 
unclear as to which "field" is being used. In claim 2 it states, "inputting information relating to at 
least one field includes inputting at least one field type and inputting at least one specific field" 
These three phrases are not mentioned in the specification. The Examiner will use a "field type" 
to mean a field group as mentioned in paragraph [0081] of the specification, and a "field" to 
mean an interface element in a GUI that accepts the input of text. 

3. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informality. 

According to the specification measurement data includes specifying the types of unit of 
measurement [0086]. In claim 1, the Examiner uses this definition of measurement data when 
rejecting the claim. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-3, 7, 9-11, 15, 19, 23, 26, 30, 33-35, 38, 41, 42, and 46 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Piety et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,192,325 B1). 
With respect to claim 1-3, 7, 9-11, and 15 Piety et al. teach the following: 

- A method of inputting information relating to least one part from at least one input 
device into the computer system (col. 9, lines 9-18). 

- A method of inputting information relating to at least one field from the at least one 
input device into the computer system (Fig. 6). 

- A method of inputting measurement data from a plurality of measurement devices, 
wherein the inputted measurement data is at least partially correlated to the information related 
to the at least one part and the information related to the at least one field, (col. 12, lines 57-67; 
col. 13, lines 1-24; col. 12, lines 33-49; and Fig. 7). It is inherent that from these measurement 
points, measurement data will be collected through equipment (col. 25, lines 4-8). 

- A method of inputting information relating to the at least one part includes inputting at 
least one part type (col. 12, lines 57-58) and inputting at least one specific part (col. 13, lines 1- 
4) and the inputting information relating to the at least one field includes inputting at least one 
field type (col. 12, lines 50-51) and inputting at least one specific field (col. 12, lines 39-46, the 
measurement technologies). 

- inputting information relating to at least one facility into the computer system (Fig. 5). 

- the inputting measurement data from a plurality of measurement devices includes 
inputting at least one type of unit of measurement (Fig. 7). 

- the inputting measurement data from a plurality of measurement devices includes 
inputting at least one specific unit of measurement (Fig. 7). 
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- the inputting measurement data from a plurality of measurement devices includes 
inputting at least one type of test (col. 16, lines 63+). The amplitude limits are tested against 
the trended data. 

- the inputting measurement data from a plurality of measurement devices includes at 
least one specific test (col. 16, lines 55-62). The specific tests include roller element bearing 
temperature, and others. 

- entering and viewing the measurement data utilizing at least one workstation (col. 8, 
lines 26-35 and lines 55-64). 

With respect to claims 19, 23, 26, and 30, Piety et al. teach the following: 

- evaluating the inputted measurement data from a plurality of measurement devices 
with the computer system in accordance with at least one predetermined test and providing a 
notification when the at least one predetermined test fails (col. 10, line 65 - col. 1 1 , line 19). 
The notification of the test is an alarm in the reference. 

- generating reports with the computer system (col. 1 1 , lines 46-52). 

- identifying at least one first user that provides the entering of the measurement data 
utilizing at least one workstation (col. 9, lines 16-25). 

- the failure of the at least one predetermined test generates an alarm (col. 10, line 65 - 
col. 11, line 19 and col. 16, line 63 -col. 17, line 6). 

With respect to claims 33-35, 38, 41, 42, and 46, Piety et al. teach the following: 

- inputting information relating to at least one part into the computer system (col. 9, lines 

9-13); 

- inputting information relating to at least one field into the computer system (Fig. 6); 
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- inputting measurement data from a plurality of measurement devices (col. 12, lines 33- 
49 and col. 13, lines 1-24 and Fig. 7); 

- entering and viewing measurement data utilizing at least one workstation (col. 8, lines 
55-67 and lines 16-25); 

- evaluating the inputted measurement data from a plurality of measurement devices 
with the computer system in accordance with at least one predetermined test and providing a 
notification when the at least one predetermined test fails (col. 10, line 65 - col. 11, line 19 and 
col. 11, lines 41-61) . 

- at least one input device for receiving information relating to at least one part and 
receiving information relating to at least one field (col. 9, lines 54-67); 

- a plurality of measurement devices for receiving measurement data, wherein the 
inputted measurement data is at least partially correlated to the information related 

to the at least one part and the information related to the at least one field (col. 9, lines 1-18 and 
Fig. 6). 

- the information relating to the least one part includes at least one part type (col. 12, 
lines 57-58) and at least one specific part (col. 13, lines 1-4) and the information relating to the 
at least one field includes at least one field type (col. 12, lines 50-51) and at least one specific 
field (coL12, lines 39-46). 

- at least one workstation for entering and viewing the measurement data (col. 8, lines 
26-35 and lines 55-64). 

- the inputted measurement data is evaluated with the computer system with at least one 
predetermined test and a notification is provided if the at least one predetermined test fails (col. 
10, line 65 -col. 11, line 19 and lines 41-61). 

- the computer system generates at least one report (col. 1 1 , lines 46-52). 
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- the computer system generates an alarm upon failure at least one predetermined test 
(col. 10, line 65 -col. 11, line 19 and col. 16, line 63 -col. 17, line 6). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 16, 17, 20, 21, 39, 40, and 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Piety et al., in view of Koether (U.S. Publication No. 2002/0082924 A1). 

With respect to claims 20, 21, and 47, Piety et al. teach all the features of claims 1 and 
34, from which claims 20, 21, and 47 depend. However, Piety et al. do not teach a 
predetermined test that provides a notification and assignable cause of a test failure. 

Koether teach the following elements of claims 20, 21, and 47: 

- evaluating the inputted measurement data from a plurality of measurement devices 
with the computer system in accordance with at least one predetermined test and providing a 
recommended remedial action when the at least one predetermined test fails (paragraph [0105], 
[01 17] and [0172]). The remedial action is done through the service vehicle. 

- the computer system generates a response from the group consisting of a 
recommended remedial action and an assignable cause (paragraph [0156]). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify Piety et al. to include a test failure analysis of Koether, because 
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recommending an assignable cause with a remedial action would have allowed the user to 
quickly solve the problem of a computer system, which would lead to saving time and money. 

With respect to claims 16 and 39, Piety et al. teach all the features of claims 15 and 38, 
from which claims 16 and 38 depend. Piety et al. teach a workstation that is an industrial 
computer (col. 8, lines 26-35 and lines 55-64). This workstation is used to monitor the 
equipment. 

However, Piety et al. do not teach a method where at least one workstation is selected 
from the group consisting of pocket processors, programmable logic controllers, and personal 
computers. 

Koether teach a method where at least one workstation is selected from the group 
consisting of pocket processors, programmable logic controllers and personal computers (col. 8, 
lines 15-19 and 26-35). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify Piety et al. to include the type of workstations of Koether, 
because it takes into account the compatibility of the environment with the workstation. For 

* 

instance a service technician may find it more helpful to use a wireless hand held device when 
trying to locate and fix equipment in a plant. 

■ 

With respect to claims 17 and 40, Piety et al. teach all the features of claims 15 and 34, 
from which claims 17 and 40 depend. However, Piety et al. do not teach the different ways a 
workstation can transmit data. 

Koether teach a computer system includes at least one main server that is able to 
transmit data with the at least one workstation through a group consisting of direct hardwired 
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connection, wireless communication, local area networks, internet, and wide area network 
(paragraph [0101, 0108, 0094, and 0206]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify Piety et al. to include the computer network system of Koether, 
because such a computer network would allow the transfer of data between various 
workstations that would best fit an environment. For instance, even though a direct hard-wired 
network may be reliable, a wireless communication network may be cheaper to install. 

7. Claims 27-29, 32, 44, and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Piety et al., in view of Lang (U.S. Patent No. 5,191,611). 

With respect to claims 27-29, 32, 44, and 45, Piety et al. teach all the features of claims 
26, 28, 1, and 34, from which claims 27-29, 32, and 45 depend. However, Piety et al. do not 
teach a method for an electronic signature with special user privileges. 

Lang teach the following elements of claims 27-29, 32, 44, and 45: 

- the identifying at least one first user that provides the entering of the measurement 
data utilizing at least one workstation includes inputting a userid and a personal identification 
number to create an electronic signature (col. 5, lines 62-65). 

- observing verification of the entered measurement data by the at least one first 
user with at least one-second user (col. 7, lines 14-37). 

- identifying the identity of the at least one second user by inputting a userid and a 
personal identification number to create an electronic signature (col. 6, lines 2-7). 

- selective aspects of the computer system can be selectively blocked from view for a 
user depending on a predetermined security role determined for that user (col. 5, lines 59-65). 
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- the at least one workstation requires identification of at least one first or second user 
that observes the entered measurement data by the at least one first user with an electronic 
signature (col. 6, lines 2-7). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify Piety et al. to include an electronic signature with special user 
privileges of Lang, because an electronic signature would help track of who is using a particular 
workstation and also protect critical information from being viewed by unauthorized individuals. 

8. Claim 31 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Piety et al., in 
view of LaBudde (U.S. Patent No. 5,247,460). 

With respect to claim 31, Piety et al. teach all the features of claim 19 from which claim 
31 depend. However, Piety et al. do not teach a method for generating at least one statistical 
process control chart utilizing the inputted measurement data. 

LaBudde teaches generating at least one statistical process control chart utilizing the 
inputted measurement data (Fig. 2a and col. 5, lines 44-50). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify Piety et al. to include a statistical process control chart of 
LaBudde, because a statistical process control allows the user to better identify a projected 
outcome of quality products coming from a manufacturing plant, as we all to identify outlier 
elements when analyzing the data points. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



9. Claims 4-6, 8, 12-14, 18, 22, 24, 25, 36, 37, and 43 are objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 



should be directed to Leon M. Bathini Jr. whose telephone number is 571-272-7129. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marc Hoff can be reached on 571-272-2216. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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